THE LAW OF LIBERTY

COMPARISON OF LAW AND GRACE — THE LAW OF
MOSES AND THE LAW OF LIBERTY

By ROSCO BRONG
Dean, Lexington Baptist College

“There rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying,
that it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the

law of Moses.” (Acts 15:5.)

“Ye are not under law, but under grace.” “The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and death.” (Rom. 6:14;

812.)

“Ye were called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh,
but through love serve one another.” (Gal. 5:13.)

“If ye fulfill royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself, ye do well.” “So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be
judged through the law of liberty.” (James 2:8, 12.)

Much of the confusion in the teachings of professed Christianity as to
the way of salvation and the duties of a Christian life is traceable to a failure
to understand that saints and sinners are under two different and in many

ways contrasting systems of law.
Heresies resulting from this failure
range all the way from fake holi-
ness to antinomianism.

MEANING OF LAW

The word “law,” as used in the New
Testament, generally refers collectively
to the laws or commandments of God
given in what we call the Old Testa-
ment, especially to the law given
through the ministry of Moses. How-
ever, the context sometimes shows that
some entirely different “law™ is in view.

In Romans 7:7-25 we find references
not only to the “law of God,” in which
the inspired apostle delighted “usfter the
inward man,” as does any true Christian,
but also to a “law” or rule that “when
i would do good, evil is present with
me,” and even to “another law in my
members,” which he calls “the law of
sin,”

[ believe that the expressions, “the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. 8:2), “the royal law”™ (Jas, 2:8),
and “the law of liberty” (Jas. 2:12),
refer essentially to the same great sys-
tem of law under grace, as we might
call it, or law under the mew covenant.
That the apostle’s declaration, “Ye are
not under law, but under grace,” is to
be understond relatively and not abse-

(Continued on page three)

Grace Missionary Baptist Church, Hen-
dersonville, Tenn. has called Elder Elmer
Perrigo to her pastorate. He has already
begun his work with this church. He
succeeds Elder Jesse Farley, Jr. who
resigned from the work a few months ago.

Elder Edgar Copeland has been called to
the pastorate of Harmony Missionary
Baptist Church, East Trinity Lane, Nash-
ville, Tenn. He began his work with this
church October 10. He succeeds Elder C.
B. Massey who resigned recently from the
work. Bro. Massey was the first pastor of
the church and had served fifteen years. A
spokesman for the church expresses their
appreciation for his labors there and
quuest prayers for him in a new field.
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FIRST SUNDAY—NOVEMBER
Grace Missionary Baptist Church, Old
Shackle Island Rd., Hendersonville, Tenn.
Pastor Elmer Perrigo is to be assisted by
Elder Calvin Perrigo. Services each night
at 7:00 p.m,
THIRD SUNDAY—NOVEMBER
Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church,
1032 So. Holmes Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.
Pastor Calvin Perrigo is to be assisted by
Elder H. C. Vanderpool. Night services at
7:00 p.m. Day services are to begin on
Thanksgiving Day and continue daily
through the weekend.

PASTORAL CALLS BAPTIST CHURCH TO

BE ORGANIZED

On Saturday, November 6, 1976, another
Missionary Baptist Church is to be
organized from a Mission that has been
operated for three years by Good Will
Missionary Baptist Church, Hartsville,
Tenn. The place is the Old Friendship
Baptist Church Building at the Willard
community in Trousdale County, Tenn.

Elder Douglas Curtis is pastor of Good
Will church and young ministers of the
church have been conducting the services
at the Mission. At least thirteen are
expecting to be charter members. Sef-
vices are to begin at 10:00 a.m. Lunch will
be served at the noon hour. Churches of
“like faith and order” are invited to send
their ordained brethren to assist in the
organization.

The clders of Ephesus accom-§
pany Paul to his ship.
acTs 20: 17-38 98

What you don'’t know
can hurt your church.













