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Editorial
Three Hs

READ, REASON and RESOLVE. Read
this article and ihe articles on page &
Reason wih.n your heart and mund on
the subject under consideration. Resolve
1o get your church, if located in Tennes-
see, to act upon lhe petition. Sign it as

indicated on the petition which is page 3

of this issue. if vou and other individuals
in your community wish to mark out the
words relalive to a church and sign as
individuals, just put the date at the top
of the petifion, sign your names at the
bottom and mail to:

Eld. F. L. Ray

310 Alta Loma Hoad

Goodlettaville, Tenn. 37072

Please mail before February 15, 1967.

(ihers on a committee wilth Bro. Ray
are Eld. W. 1. Russell, Chairman and
the editor,

A number of the regular articles and
announcements will not appear in the
BANNER this month due to the space
allotted to this subject. We realize that
we have many subscribers in several
other states other than Tennesse, but
any time we can use our voice and in-
fluence to assist in a worthy cause in
your state we would be happy to do so.

Another meeting of ministers and all
inferested pecple;—are—to meet at the
courthouse in Gallatin, Tennessee on
Sunday afternoon, February 18, at 2:30.
YOU ARE INVITED.

0

Fellowship Meeting

The next Fellowship Meeting is to he
at Parkwood Baptist Church, 244 Ewing
Lane, Nashville, on Friday night, Feb-
ruary 24, at 7:00 P. M. The sermon is to
be preached by Eld. C. B. Huddleston,
Bethpage, Tenn. Ewveryone is invited.

The last meeting was held with Fair-
view Baptist Church, Woodburn, Ey., on
January 13. Bro. Horace Head preached
a good sermon and a wonderful fellow-
ship was enjoved hy all.
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Stood Tall

Monument of
J. M. Pendleton, D. D.

Pictured above is the monument of the
well-known and great beloved, James
Madison Pendleton, 1811-1891. As a man,
minister and leader of the Baplist rank—
he stood tall among his brethren.

He is author of the widely-used Bap-
tisl -mangal thet has-beenused-one-hun-
dred wvears, 1867-1967. He wrote other
boolks and pastored churches in Tennes-
see, Kentueky, Ohio and Pennsylvania.

His body rests in Fairview Cemetery,
Bowling Green, Eentucky, to await the
coming of the Lord.
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Elder W. T. Russell, Bowling Green,
Kv., is to begin a Bible School at Salem
Baptizst Church, Gallatin, Tenn., on Mon-
day night, February 20. Classes will be
conducted each Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Friday nights of each week un-
til the entire book of Revelation iz cover-
ed. Services begin at T7:00 o'clock each
night. Come and bring your study mater-
ial—Bibles, pencils and notebooks.

Watch For Expiration Date

Each subscriber to the BANNER
is asked to watch for the date at
the end of your name and address
on the paper. This is the month
that your subscripiion expires,
Please renew as soon as possible,
for this saves fime and work on the
editor and the printer.

Urdination

There is to be an ordination service
at El Bethel Baptist Church, Franklin,
KEy., on Sunday, February 12. Services
are o begin at 2:30 P. M, Brethren Bob-
b¥ Hicks and Robert Johnson are to be
ordained to the deaconship. Eld. Gordon
Elrod is the pastor. Churches of like
faith and order are invited to assist.
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From The Mission
Field of Japan

6770 Eongozan
Tokuyama-shi
Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan
Dear Brother Vanderpool and Friends:
The year 1966 has come and gone, and
what has been done can't be undone;
some things have happened that are
good and pleasant to think on, but many
unpleasant, deplorable, and even tragic
occurrences. Some things that have come
into our lives over which we can rejoice,
but some things we would do well just
to erase from our memory; and I believe
it would be according to God's will for
us to do that very thing; because the
great apostle Paul once said, “Brethren,
I count not myzelf to have apprehended;
but thizs one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before;
I press toward the mark for the prize of

(Continued on Page 2)
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From Mission Field

(Continued from Page 1)

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:13, 14.

What the year 1967 will bring we
do not profess to know, but one thing
we can be assured of, and that is that
the Lord knows the future, for He holds
the future in His hand, and He in all of
His great wisdom and power will work
all things for the good of them who love
the Lord, and to those who are the called
according to His purpose, Romans 8:28.
With reference to our personal experi-
ences, we have more to thank the Lord
for than we can make mention of here.
He provides for all our needs through
His people and His churches. He sup-
plies grace to meet all of the trials
which we must encounter in a mission
field like Japan. S0, our hearts want to
burst forth in praise and glory to Him
who doeth all things well, and with Da-
vid we want to say, “Bless the Lord, O
my soul: and all that is within me, bless
His holy name." Psalms 103:1.

We received several gift boxes from
friends and relatives back home for
Christmas, which we appreciate very
much, We also received a goodly num-
ber of Christmas cards which we enjoyed
and for which we thank evervone. It
makes the day a little brighter when we
get some message from friends and loved
ones in our homeland. May the Lord in
His wonderful love and grace bless you,
one and all, for remembering us in this
far away land.

We thank everyone for vour support
with your prayers and offerings during
the past year. The Lord has given us so
many friends since we came to this mis-

sion field a little over sixteen years ago.
I am sure that He will reward you richly
for remembering His servants and His
Word which goes forth by the mouth of
His messengers, to a people steeped in
idolatry.

Annie Laura and 1 went down to Ube
City to visit Brother Bacon and family
on Sunday, New Year's Day, and we
were in the service with them in the
morning. Brother Bacon asked me o
preach for them, and I tried to speak on
the subject of the new: hirth. I have
learned that when speaking on this sub-
ject, we must do quite a bit of explain-
ing, - because in-Japanese religions they
use the same word when refering to the
spirits of the dead relurning to the world
in some other living form; but this is
what we would call reincarnation. So we
must do some explaining and tell them
that we don't mean that when people die
that they return to the world in some
other form, but that the new birth in a
Bible sense means, the spirit of man is
cleansed and made new in Christ Jesus,
and given eternal life. I enjoyed preach-
ing in the serviee that morning, and we
had a good time of fellowship with
Erother Bacon and his people.

Our next door neighbor, Mr. Yoshida,
came over to visil us the other night and
we had quite a convepsation with him
on various subjects. He let us know that
he counldn't believe in Jesus Christ. He
said that he didn't believe that Jesus per-
formed miracles, and of course, this is
the common excuse, Mr. Yoshida said
that with his knowledge of science, he
just couldn't believe in the miracles of
Jesus, for he said, “That is not compati-
ble with science.” We witnessed to him
anyway, and we hope and pray that we
can show him and his family the Spirit
and love of the Lord in our lives, so that
they will be convinced that there is a
reglity in the redemptive work of our
Saviour.

We continue to covel your prayers for
the work here in Japan. Pray for Mr,
Kane, Mr. Kancko, his wife, and twao
daughters. Those people attend almost
every serviee at our mission here in To-
kuyama, and they scem to be very inter-
ested in their soul's salvation. Pray for
us as we enter into another vear, our
sixteenth vear as missionaries to Japan.
May the Lord bless all who have had a
part in our work in this far off land.

Henry and Annie Laura Smith

o

There is not a promise in the divine
Word which does not command or pre-
suppose the confession and forgiveness
of sins,

Upen Letter

To Whom It May Concern:

A number of ministers and other in-
terested persons have been diseussing
the possibility and feasibility of setting
up & Library in some central location.
The purpose of such project would be to
furnish books and other pertinent infor-
mation to ministers, deacons, Sunday
School teachers and others interested in
aceess 1o same.

We feel there is a possibility of ob-
taining the books of the late Eld. Calvin
Gregory and others, should a library be
sel up under proper conditions.

We feel our people, ministers in parti-
cular, need to have a better knowledge

—of-the-Rible, history, our heritage and

other related subjects,

Any minister, deacon, church, layman
or any interested person may write and
express your interest in the work. You
may address your letters to Baptist Ban-
ner, 2303 Grandview Dr., Bowling Green,
Eentucky 42101,

Heligious Discussion

There is to be a religious debate at
Longview Miszsionary Baptist Church, cor-
ner of Eleta and Spence Ave., Gallalin,
Tenn., on February 13, 14 and 186, 17, be-
tween Eld. F. L. Ray, a Baplist, and
Thomas G. O°Neal, Church of Christ min-
ister. Services each night at 7:30 o'clock,

The proposition the first two nights is:

The Seriptures teach that faith in
Christ is the last condition of remission
of past sins.

Affirm—F. L. Rayv
Deny—Thomas G. (’Neal

The preposition for the last two nighie—
155

The Scriptures teach thal water bap-
tism of a penitent believer is the last
condition for (in order to) remission of
past alien sins.

Affirm—Thomas G, 0'Neal
Deny—F. L. Ray

The public is invited.

In the event snow has the roads haz-
ardous at the above date, we will an-
nounce this debate for a later time.

0

The church is a workshop for wide-
awake Christians; not a dormitory for
sleeping ones.
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The world is not so much advanced by
the gigantic pushes of its mighty heroes
as by the liltle pushes of the multitnde
of lesser folk. —Greene,






